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With regard to methods of preventing a deadlock between
the two Houses, the Canadian Statute may be said to
belong to a pre-scientific epoch. As originally drafted it
entails no provision to this effect at all, and the limited
power given by the Act of adding, if necessary, six addi-
tional senators, will in the event of a real deadlock be
a very Mother Partington's mop. The different methods
adopted by the Commonwealth and the South African Act
reflect the different character of their Second Chambers.
The Australian Senate, being based on the idea of at
least a partial equality, can force a general election before
at a joint sitting it yields to superior numbers. In South
Africa, on the other hand, the method of a joint sitting can
be employed without the intervention of a popular vote;
while instead of a half, the Senate consists of only one-third
of the popular assembly. Similarly, the Australian- is the
only one of the three Constitutions which directly adopted
the principle of the Swiss referendum ; though it should be
noted that free use has been made of the principle of the
direct popular vote in Canada on the temperance question.
Both the later Statutes showed more capacity than their
predecessor, in establishing as part of the original founda-
tion a High Court of Justice for the new systems of govern-
ment. We shall see that it was not till 1875 that effect
was given to the clause in the British North America Act
enabling the Canadian Parliament to establish a Court of
Appeal for Canada. As was to be expected, the most demo-
cratic of the three Constitutions has gone furthest, at least
on questions relating to the Constitution, in the road of
independence of the Imperial Privy Council*
These are a few of the points of difference and similarity
between these three Constitutions; nor is it necessary to
anticipate conclusions which the student, with the text
before him, should draw for himself. But, behind and
beyond these apparent differences and similarities, it must
always be remembered there was this fundamental point in
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